MANDELL  CREIGHTON

IN heroic times, when a monarch was about to
make a solemn adventure into strange dominions,
he chose one of the wisest and noblest of his
subjects, and sent him forward as a herald. Those
who indulge such fancies may have seen a mys-
terious revival of this custom in the fate which
removed the admirable Bishop of London exactly
eight days before his Queen was called upon to
take the same dread journey. If ceremonial had
demanded, at the approach of such an event, a
sacrifice of the most honoured, the most valued, the
most indispensable, many alternatives would have
occurred to those on whom the wretched duty of
choice would have fallen; but it is probable that
among the first half-dozen of such precious names
would have been found that of a Churchman,
Mandell Creighton. His wholesome virtues, his
indefatigable vigour, the breadth of his sympathy,
the strenuous activity of his intellect, pointed him
out as the man who more than any other seemed
destined to justify the ways of the national Church
in the eyes of modern thought, the ecclesiastic who
more than any other would continue to conciliate
the best and keenest secular opinion.